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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHE MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies spake x .20 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 


1956 Edition 


GOD'S SPIRITUAL CREATION 


The pages of this booklet unfold the sig- 
nificance of the Creation Allegory of the 
first three chapters of Genesis. These chap- 
ters, taken literally, have long been a stum- 
bling block to the clergy, a puzzle to the 
laity, and an object of scorn and ridicule to 
the scientist and critic. This booklet shows 
that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
prised 48 lectures. 

80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 


Price each 20 cents postpaid. 


HISTORY 
of the 
MEGIDDO MISSION 
13th edition 
The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. This edition is re- 
vised to include more facts relating to 
present-day home and missionary activities. 
Old subscribers who have long cherished 
an unfulfilled desire to visit the Mission can 
now “get acquainted” through the medium 
of the printed page. A comprehensive syn- 
opsis of our beliefs is contained in the 
Appendix. 


Price 40 cents postpaid. 





Helps to Get in Touch 


Dear Megiddo Friends: 

The MESSAGE gets better all the time. It 
is wonderful what knowledge one can get 
on the Bible from it. I have received so 
many blessings through it; it seems that 
we can get in touch with the Master as we 
read it. I praise the Lord for it over and 
over. 

May God bless you all. 

Montreal, Que., Can. Mrs. M. H. 


Gets Something New 


Dear Friend: 

I still get the MESSAGE and enjoy it very 
much. Every time I read it, I get some- 
thing new that I missed before. 

Pine Bluff, Ark. N. M. 


Explanations Helpful 


Dear Friends: 

I have enjoyed your paper so much lately. 
The many explanations have been so help- 
ful and they are made so plain. The Megiddo 
Bible Lessons are so helpful. I love to sit 
in my quiet room and meditate on-them as 
I read them and the MESSAGE. 


Winchester, Ont., Can. Mrs. B. L. 


A Stand to Emulate 


Dear Brother: 

Those of us who live so far from the 
fountain-head must hold a tight rein on 
our lives, our conduct, our thoughts, our 
being, for there are so many. things to di- 
vert the attention, to lead one astray, al- 
most before we realize it. 

This is no easy task, I can assure you, 
from experiences I have encountered. But 
the prize is worth so much, and our gain 
will be exceeding abundantly above all that 
we can imagine if we will keep it in view 
and press on against all odds. The odds 
are against us on every hand, although 
there will always be found a way to sur- 
mount all obstacles if we will continue to 
press onward and not. give up. 

I have read with interest the MESSAGE of 
September 22 and I like the new cover of 
the MEssAGE. It really presents an impres- 
sive symbol. 

Hornbeck, La. mm me SG. 
A Shut-in’s Comfort 
Dear Sister: 

It gives great pleasure to be able to ex- 
press my many, many thanks and my ap- 
preciation for the pleasure I have received 
through the wonderful spiritual uplift from 
the Mrcippo MEssaGE! 

I am a shut-in and it is such a comfort to 
me to have this inspiring Christian litera- 
ture explaining the true Word of the Bible. 

I do not know what I would ever do with- 
out the MessacE. It is a God-send to lead 
us in His light, step by step, hour by hour, 
day by day! 


Peoria, Ill. Mrs. J. F. H. 
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IMMORTALITY .. 


Christ Jesus ... has .. . brought life and tmmorrTa.ity to 
light through the good news, of which I have been appointed 
herald.—Paul. 


Scriptures are not responsible for the false doctrines 

that have been handed out to mankind and believed 
through the ages, but that the false interpreters have 
been and still are to blame because they have interpreted 
the Bible to suit their pagan ideas, how many more could 
be persuaded to study its wonderful pages and learn of 
its truthfulness! 

The attitude of many students is reflected in the fol- 
lowing comments by a current author: 

“Only a man of miraculous optimism can be entirely 
enthusiastic about the history of the Bible. In fact, there 
is a touch of something sinister about the whole history 
of interpretation. ... Again and again interpretation has 
come into new significance because of the practical neces- 
sity of making an author mean something which is just 
the opposite of what he said.” 

The Apostle Peter foretold this condition, in his Sec- 
ond Epistle (3:15, 16), and especially that the writings 
of Paul would be subjected to destructive criticism: “In 
which,” said Peter, “are some things hard to be under- 
stood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, 
as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own de- 
struction.” Wrested out of their connection, they are 
made to appear to teach the exact opposite of what is 
intended. 


[' THE MASSES could be convinced that the Holy 


Immortality of the Soul — Greek Thought 


We quote further: “The situation involving this prob- 
lem assumed an acute form in the mind of Philo. He 
accepted much of the Greek thought. . . . How could he 
make a bridge between Plato and Moses? . . . Without 
critically analyzing his own processes it came to pass 
that he did not ask what an author meant—he asked 
what he wanted him to mean.” Hence the question took 
this form in the mind of those philosophers: “How were 
they to harmonize Greek philosophic thinking with their 
Christian convictions?” 

Greek thought is: “Death is merely the separation of 
soul and body,” and that the soul lives on after death in 
weal or woe. Hebrew thought: that immortality is con- 
ditional, a reward at Judgment for well doing. 

These philosophers failed to observe another vital ad- 
monition of the Apostle, “Knowing this first,’—it was 
to be chief—‘“that no prophecy of the Scripture is of 
any private interpretation” (II Pet. 1:20). They dis- 
regarded this direct command. 

“To them, again unconsciously, what a man brought 
to a passage of Scripture was infinitely more important 
than what he found there. ... It all involved a Bible 


created by the interpreter, for the principles of inter- 
pretation allowed him cleverly to inject his own views 
into the book he was interpreting. ... It was often true 
that a particular passage was distorted to teach a mean- 
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ing of which that particular passage was completely in- 
nocent.” 

That is quite an admission. It was from these inter- 
preters that the pagan doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul came, and not from the Bible. The historian Josephus 
acknowledged that it came from the pagan philosopher 
Plato, not from God. Without a doubt, the pagan doc- 
trine of the never-dying soul has been the great cause of 
mankind’s being blinded to the plain doctrines of the 
Word of God; for it is in opposition to all its teachings. 


In Scripture, the Soul is Never Termed Immortal—But Dies 


We learn from Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott, a word for 
word translation, that “the Hebrew word nephesh, of 
the Old Testament, occurs about 700 times, and is ren- 
dered soul 471 times; life and living, about 150 times; 
and the same word is rendered a man, a person, self, 
they, me, him, anyone, breath, heart, mind, appetite, the 
body, lust, creature, and even a beast; for it is 28 times 
applied to beasts, and to every creeping thing. The Greek 
word psuchee of the New Testament corresponds with 
nephesh of the Old. It occurs 105 times and is rendered 
soul 50 times, and life 40 times. . . . Perhaps it may be 
worthy of notice, that in all the 700 times which nephesh 
occurs, and the 105 times of psuchee, not once is the word 
immortal, or immortality, or deathless, or never-dying, 
found in connection, as qualifying terms.” 

This is plain evidence, supported by the Prophet’s 
declaration, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 
18: 20), proving that the soul is not immortal! 


All Life Ceases in Death 


In Ps. 146:3, 4, we are admonished: “Put not your 
trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is 
no help [salvation]. His breath goeth forth, he returneth 
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” To 
this agree Ps. 115:17 and 6:5. “The dead praise not 
the Lord, neither any that go down into silence. .. . For 
in death there is no remembrance of thee; in the grave 
who shall give thee thanks?’ The Preacher also states 
it succinctly: “For the living know that they shall die: 
but the dead know not anything. . . . Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest” (Eccl. 9:5, 10). Thought is 


. entirely dependent upon the brain, for no thinking is 


ever done by man without the co-operation of that del- 
icate and highly organized tissue. Then how could it be 
possible that after the body lies cold and silent in the 
grave the tongue could sing God’s praise? Impossible; 
“in that very day his thoughts perish.” 

The Prophet Job was very certain of the condition of 
mankind in death. He said in chapter 14:1, 2, “Man 
that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trou- 
ble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he 
fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.” This agrees 
with James 4: 14, “For what is your life”? and confirmed 
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repeatedly by our own direct observation and experience. 
The transient mortality of man is here so clearly stated 
by men inspired of God, “It is even a vapor, that appear- 
eth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 


Immortality Must Be Sought For 


No truth is more clearly stated in the Scriptures than 
that immortality is not a present possession but can be 
obtained by those only “who by patient continuance in 
well doing seek for glory and honor and immortality” 
(Rom. 2: 7). Neither Moses nor any other Biblical writer 
ever taught the doctrine of the immortality of the soul. 
That is why Philo tried to make a bridge between Moses 
and Plato; for Plato was the one who elaborated the 
false doctrine fully. 

But the masses of mankind have loved to be deceived 
into thinking that immortality is bestowed at birth rather 
than to believe it must be sought for by patient continu- 
ance in well doing. Two of the newer translations sug- 
gest the intensity with which that seeking must be done; 
rendering the passage, “to those, who, by lives of per- 
sistent rightdoing strive for glory, honor and immortal- 
ity, eternal life.” 

Only after we have sought with all our might, mind 
and strength, and thereby have completed the mental and 
moral change, from believing wrong doctrines and prac- 
ticing sinful habits, will Christ, at His coming, change 
this vile, corruptible, mortal body to an incorruptible, 
immortal one. It is then that this corruptible shall put 
on incorruptibility and this mortal shall “put on immor- 
tality” (I Cor. 15: 53). 


Only Christ Has Immortality 


Almighty God and the angels are immortal; but of 
all our race, Christ is the only one in possession of the 
priceless gift. 

Paul affirms this truth in I Tim. 6: 14—16, “That thou 
keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; which in 
his times he shall show, who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords: who 
only hath immortality.” Only one message was ever re- 
ceived from one of our race who passed through the death 
state, and that was from Jesus; and He triumphantly 
exclaimed: “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, be- 
hold, I am alive for evermore” (Rev. 1: 18). Can any per- 
son deny these words and yet truthfully profess to be- 
lieve in Jesus? To deny the words of Jesus is to deny the 
Master Himself, and to such a one He will deny immor- 
tality (Mark 8:38; Luke 12:9). 


Proof of Jesus’ Resurrection 


A prominent teacher and author wrote: “Continually 
we are reminded that no satisfactory demonstration of 
life beyond the grave has ever yet been found.” 

How can a man who professes to believe in Jesus make 
such a statement? Jesus passed through the death state 
and rose triumphant from the grave; and the fact is tes- 
tified to and attested by many tried and true witnesses. 
The Aposle Paul writes in I Cor. 15: 4 and through much 
of the chapter, concerning the death and resurrection 
of Christ: “He was buried, and . . . rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures: and that he was seen 


of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that, he was seen of 
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater 
part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
And last of all he was seen of me also. .. . Now if Christ 
be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some 
of you that there be no resurrection of the dead?... 
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because 
we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom 
he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not... . And 
if Christ be not raised, ... then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished.” 

Who can go against such teaching and expect God’s 
mercy? Paul had seen Jesus, and, assured of what he 
knew to be truth, he boldly proclaimed: “But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept... . But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at 
his coming.” 

The fact of the resurrection of Christ rests upon a 
weight of evidence so great that the rejection of it is 
equivalent to the adoption of universal skepticism. This 
fact does not rest upon the testimony of an unknown in- 
dividual, or even of an unknown multitude; but on the 
Apostles, those who had been chosen by the Master, and 
who had accompanied Him in all His journeyings, who 
had been the witnesses of His miracles, His sufferings 
and crucifixion by the cruel mob. These noble men af- 
firmed, without the least hesitation and in the face of per- 
secution, that they had seen Jesus alive at different times 
and held intimate conversation with Him after He had 
risen from the dead. It rests also on the testimony of the 
disciples, and on that of the five hundred brethren who 
saw the Lord after His resurrection. 

There were also the women who saw the body of the 
Lord Jesus when it was taken down from the cross, who, 
together with the disciples, saw it laid in the new tomb 
of Joseph of Arimathea, and who saw Him after His res- 
urrection—the first was Mary Magdalene—not with a 
passing glance but at different times and in different 
places. The disciples heard Him speak, and entered into 
conversation with Him on the subject of their future min- 
istry. They saw Him, not only separately, but together; 
not at a distance, but immediately before them. 

Their enemies had taken every precaution which human 
cunning could devise to prevent the dead body of their 
Master from being removed from the sepulcher, either 
by fraud or by violence, to insure the public from being 
deceived by any attempt at imposture. Yet only a few 
days after His burial, and in the very city where He was 
crucified, His resurrection was publicly asserted and pro- 
claimed, and no attempt was made on the part of the 
Jewish rulers to refute the testimony of the Apostles by 
producing the dead body of Him whom those wicked 
rulers had crucified and on whose tomb they had set a 
seal and over it placed a guard of Roman soldiers. It is 
manifestly certain that if His body could have been found, 
they would have produced it as the surest refutation of 
the story of the Resurrection. 


A Resurrection Necessary for Life After Death 


In Genesis 15, reading from verse 5, we are told that 
when Abraham was caused to view the Promised Land, 
and to look toward heaven and tell the number of the 
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stars, if he be able to count them, so should his descend- 
ants be, he cried: “Lord God, whereby shall I know that 
I shall inherit it?” The Lord revealed to him that it should 
be after the long night of sleep in death. In Hebrews 11 
is given an impressive list of holy characters who “died 
in faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and em- 
braced them.” Among them were Abraham, Sarah, and 
others, “God having provided some better thing for us, 
that they without us should not be made perfect.” All the 
faithful of man’s span of probation shall receive their 
reward together when they stand again after the Resur- 
rection of the dead. 

They are now asleep, and must be awakened in order 
to live again. We are told in Daniel 12:1, 2, of the Res- 
urrection when Michael, Christ, the chief One, shall stand 
up, “and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time: and 
at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that 
shall be found written in the book. And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake”—they 
shall not awake until the time of Christ’s second ap- 
pearing. 

The Prophet Job was inspired with the same sublime 
theme, when he said: “If a man die, shall he live again?” 
To ask such a question plainly implied that he knew he 
would not live right on. He said further: “All the days of 
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.” 
Where did he expect to wait for the glorious change from 
mortality? Hear him tell where: “If I wait, the grave 
is mine house: ... they shall go down to the bars of the 
pit, when our rest together is in the dust.” Not only did 
he expect to wait in the dust, in the grave, but he said: 
“I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the 
house appointed for all living.” These texts are found in 
Job 14: 14; 17: 18; 16: 30; 23: 19. 

How long did the Prophet Job expect to wait in the 
grave? In chapter 19: 23—27 he says: “Oh that my 
words were now written! Oh that they were printed in a 
book! that they were graven with an iron pen and lead in 
the rock for ever! For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my 
reins be consumed within me.” God’s inspired writers 
knew that men would be turned away from the truths of 
the Resurrection of the dead and be turned to the pagan 
fable of the immortality of the soul. They wanted their 
words written in a book that this truth might be pre- 
served forever, that generations to come might hear the 
words of comfort and hope and know that though life 
should cease and the “king of terrors,’ death, should 
hold us in his grasp, yet in the latter day our Redeemer 
would again stand upon the earth with power to break 
death’s bands and set free all who by patient continuance 
in well doing had sought for glory and honor and im- 
mortality, eternal life. 

We read in Ps. 49: 15, “God will redeem my soul from 
the power of the grave.” The soul, the man, is resting in 
the grave, and can never live again except by a resur- 
rection from death’s slumber. The Prophet Hosea ex- 
pressed the same thought: “I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O 


death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy de- 
struction” (13:14). In Luke 20: 35, 36, Jesus based all 
hope of future life upon the resurrection of the dead. He 
gave the same promise in Luke 14: 14, “And thou shalt be 
blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt 
be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.” Not ree- 
ompensed when they die, but at the Resurrection. Can any 
man or woman claim to believe in Jesus and still deny 
words so plainly given? 


The Resurrection is of the Body 


The resurrected dead are not phantoms but shall have 
a body. How strange that the masses of mankind choose 
to believe that there can be existence without a body, 
thought without a brain, sight without an eye, hearing 
without the sense of hearing, speech without a tongue or 
palate! In fact, a mere nothing; rather than believe that 
an All-Wise, Eternal God, to whom are known all the 
laws which control this mighty universe, can, by the 
means of law, resurrect, rebuild, or cause to live again, 
the sleeping dead! This is the Bible hope, as foretold by 
the Prophet Isaiah (26:19): “Thy dead men shall live, 
together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.” 

Now as to the question, “With what body do they come 
forth?” The term “resurrect” has the meaning of, “A 
making to stand or rise up, raising up again—the dead; 
an awaking, a rising from the dead, the resurrection” 
(Greek Lex.). Jesus, in the case of Lazarus, His friend, 
gave an example of what the Resurrection will be. Laz- 
arus had lain in the grave four days, but Jesus com- 
manded that the stone be rolled away, and cried: “Laz- 
arus, come forth.” And we are told that the dead came 
forth (John 11: 48, 44). Jesus knew the law by means of 
which He could restore life to the sleeping dead. How- 
ever, Lazarus was still mortal, and later fell asleep in 
death, to awake in the Resurrection at the last day. 

Many persons wonder if the dead will come forth sick 
and weak. No. When the power of God is manifested, it 
will cause weak, dying men and women to live and stand 
again. The same power which restores life can also re- 
store health. When Lazarus died, he must have been too 
weak to move; but when raised by the Lord, he came 
forth “bound hand and foot with grave clothes,” and 
Jesus said, “Loose him, and let him go.” He had the 
same physical body but restored to life and health. 

It is plainly evident from the reading of I Cor. 15:37 
that the sowing is the casting out of the dead, (as was the 
custom of sowing grain, by casting it from a container 
out upon the ground), for the question is: “How are the 
dead raised up? and with what body do they come?” Paul 
really answers the question when he says: “And that 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body which shall 
be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some 
other grain.” To the faithful, the body that is cast out of 
the grave to mortal life is not the body that shall be. It 
is the bare grain that is cast out and has not yet been 
clothed upon with immortality, which Christ brings with 
Him from Heaven. 

Paul sums up the argument in verse 42, “So also is 
the resurrection of the dead.” This is really the key to 
the entire chapter. The dead are going to be cast out or 
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restored to a mortal condition so they can stand at the 
Judgment bar of Christ; they are simply brought to a 
level with the living, that together they may be judged 
or rewarded. If they were sown or cast out immortal, and 
found, at Judgment, to be wicked, they should be impreg- 
nable to death—the wages of sin (Rom. 6: 23). 


“How Are the Dead Raised up?” 


Paul answers in verse 36, “Thou fool, that which thou 
sowest is not quickened, except it die.”” Upon this reading, 
many false theories have been based. Said the Apostle: 
That which is cast out shall never be made alive forever 
unless it has died to sin. He had already said in verse 31, 
“T die daily.”” That which comes forth at the Resurrection 
must come forth mortal, but it can never be really quick- 
ened except it has died. Died how? Died to sin, as we are 
told in Rom. 6:6, 10. Unless the “old man” is dead, we 
shall never receive the change from mortality to immor- 
tality. Those who are judged worthy shall receive the 
change from corruption to incorruption. If living when 
our Lord returns, we shall not have to pass through 
death but shall be given the better Resurrection, the real 
raising or exaltation, if found worthy, the change from 
“glory to glory.” 

“It is sown a natural body.” When? “In the resurrec- 
tion.”” Remember, Paul is not speaking of the time when 
they died literally, but of what happens “in the resur- 
rection.” And it is of that time that he is speaking when 
he says there is first a natural body, and then a spiritual 
body. He is not speaking of two different bodies but of 
two stages of the same body. For example: Paul shall 
come forth in the Resurrection with the mortal body in 
which he fell asleep; but when Jesus says to him, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant,” and that “crown of 
righteousness” is awarded him at the Judgment seat, he 
shall receive the wonderful change from mortality to 
everlasting life, the exaltation to immortality. He will 
still have a body, but instead of its being subject to death, 
it will be an immortal one; knowledge will be imparted 
to him of how to replace the waste of the system with the 
proper material so that he shall nevermore see death. 
So shall it be with all faithful ones. 

“As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. . . . Thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 





Sometimes God permits a shadow 
To cross our willful way, 

And turns His smiling face aside 
Until we stop and pray. 


He knows the way before us, 
The shallows and the deeps, 

The end from the beginning; 
“He slumbers not, nor sleeps.” 


So when the way grows thorny, 
With no star to break the night, 
Seek His presence with a prayer, 
And the dawn will burst with light. 
—Sel. 


Concerning Election 


HEN one considers the grave and serious condi- 

tion of the world, it is not strange that the subject 
of the presidential election should so dominate the pub- 
lic attention, Perhaps our brethren of America as well 
as those of other lands are wondering what the outcome 
will be and what it will mean. We cannot predict which 
side will win. We do not know the unrevealed will of God 
or just how the details of His plan will work out, but 
we do know that “To those that love God, whatever hap- 
pens works into a pattern for good.” 

As Christians, we have one great and vital commission 
in securing our own election into the Kingdom of Life. 
In this endeavor, we can draw lessons from the national 
elections. 

One of the most notable features about these men is 
the energy with which they enter the contest. So great 
are their efforts and so exhausting the strain, that move- 
ments have been proposed to limit the campaigns to save 
the future President. But effort like that is always fas- 
cinating. It means the man is sold on his cause. He is de- 
termined. He applies his best reasoning and logic to the 
support of his platform. It brings out his best, his origi- 
nality, his ingenuity. He studies his problems thoroughly. 
He has faith. All these are quality characteristics, and 
they arouse the admiration and, indeed, the support of 
the people. 

Faith, energy, and zeal. What a flame is a man who is 
activated by these! Such a man is a living man, a real 
man! It has been said, “Success is for the enthusiastic.” 
These are the glowing characteristics that must impel 
the Christian who is on the way to make his election sure. 
His zeal must be boundless, limitless, in raising his plat- 
form of faith and then standing unmovable upon it. 

The Christian, unlike political candidates, can never 
use any unfair means. All his statements must be true. 
His promises must be kept. The support of his position or 
platform must be based upon solid facts and integrity. He 
can make no false or hypocritical charge. His vows must 
be paid. His character must be made up of the traits of 
honesty, sincerity, earnestness and endurance, of pa- 
tience, kindness, and pure love. By these, great tasks are 
accomplished. God has so arranged His plan that these 
qualities are required of Christians. He wants us to be 
awake, to be alive. He likens our course to an election. 
We need faith, determination and unbounded zeal to ever 
obtain the royal election of God. And, yes, we shall have 
to think and study, or, as it is termed, meditate. We must 
be sold on our cause. 

We need a keen realization of the rewards at stake, 
and this will cause us to bend our best efforts to make 
our “calling and election sure.” 

The Apostle Peter enjoins, “Brethren, be . . . zealous 
to confirm your call and election, for if you do this you 
will never fall; so there will be richly provided for you 
an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 





When passing through afflictions, many are brought 
to their senses; but when mercy comes, they soon forget 
their good resolutions. 









































































REETINGS FRIENDS! With great pleasure I ac- 

cept the invitation to address you and give you some 
thoughts from my many years of experience in the serv- 
ice of our God. I hope that my testimony may in some 
way strengthen you in the service of Him who deserves 
the very best each of us can give. 

I am an old man now, and, like many old men, I love to 
tell stories of my doings in my active years. I hope I do 
not weary you, for sometimes the aged, reminiscing over 
their past, relate the same stories so often, that the listen- 
ers become somewhat annoyed, but they courteously let 
them proceed with their tales. You will pardon me, too, 
for my too frequent use of the personal pronoun. I have 
noticed that it has been a very elating word to say, and 
though I use it, it is not with the boastful feeling that I 
once had to master. 

Now, I, Barzillai, will tell you an experience which is 
the highlight of my life. It happened some years ago. I 
was then fourscore years old, having gone beyond the al- 
lotted threescore and ten, and was still healthy and full 
of vigor. 

As I said, I am an old man, and I have watched the 
ways of God with His people through all my years. I 
have seen Samuel as judge in Israel, and Saul’s rise to the 
throne, and then his downfall. I have watched David 
ascend, 

David was a good king, but he also had his weaknesses, 
and as a result, there soon developed trouble in his house- 
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hold, which resulted in his having to flee for his life, with 
Absalom, his son as the usurper, determined to be king. 

Here is really where my story begins. As David and his 
company were at Mahanaim, the people were hungry, 
and weary and thirsty in that wilderness. It was there 
that I, together with some other friends, met David with 
much provision. We brought him beds, and vessels and 
food of all kinds, and wine for him and those that were 
with him. It was a big help for David, and it strengthened 
and encouraged him greatly. 

I was in a position to do this, for I had great estates 
and much substance. It was fully within my power to 
help David, or to withhold it from him and help his en- 
emies, or just to sit neutral and see which way the bat- 
tle would turn, and then come in on the winning side. 

Perhaps, at first thought you do not see the serious- 
ness of what I did. You see, David was fleeing for his 
life, and who could tell at that time how things would 
turn out. There were many men who had eaten at David’s 
royal table, and had shared his royal liberality. As soon 
as things looked bad for David they turned to the enemy, 
thinking that they would be favored in so doing. But to 
me, David was my king and he deserved my support. It 
meant taking the future of my family and all my estates 
into my hand that day, for had Absalom succeeded in his 
attempt I would have been an outlawed and sequestered 
man. 

As it turned out, the battle fell in David’s favor and 
David was restored. As I said before, I had seen the 
workings of the Lord with His people through many 
years, and He knows best. Whatever lesson God wanted 
to impress on David through this punishment He was in- 
flicting on him, was not clear to me. But this was clear: 
The God of battles will do as seemeth good in His sight; 
if David needs be punished He will do it. If he deserved to 
be evil spoken of, a dead dog like Shimei will be there to 
do it. But as for me, when David fled from his enemy, 
my duty was clear. I was to make haste and make up a 
present for David, and it was to be the best. 

There is a lesson here for you, my friends, and this is 
the purpose of my story. Every day you have your duty 
and opportunity to do as honorable a deed as was mine, 
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if only you have the heart and mind. The Christian way 
which you profess is always threatened by the onslaughts 
of its enemies. There is not a day passes but your bold- 
ness, loyalty, courage, and fidelity are put to the test. 
There is not a day but you hear some censuring, fault- 
finding, detracting, injuring word spoken against the 
Way or an absent and defending friend of the good Way. 
And what do you do? Do you let it pass? Do you in your 
heart like to hear it? Do you silently, or with half-uttered 
consent fall in with it. How seldom do you really stand 
up for the right and those who uphold it as you would be 
stood up for! How seldom do you pluck up the false and 
spiteful tongue! Be men the next time! Be like I, Barzil- 
lai, was; and if Absalom, and Amasa, and Ahithophel, 
and all the miserable house of Israel rise against David, 
let them know that there is one man in Israel who is a 
man and not a dog! 

During the course of your Christian experience, situa- 
tions arise which may be difficult to understand. You 
may not understand why God chooses to lead you the way 
He does. You may not understand why certain of your 
companions will rise up against the Way and its de- 
fenders. You may wonder why some will defect to the 
enemy. But throughout all the strains and stresses, your 
duty will be clear. You will have to take some steps wholly 
by faith, taking your very life in your hands, as it were, 
and proceed to give of your best substance to your King. 
Your God and your King expect loyal allegiance from you. 
They want your best, and they deserve it! 

Here is yet a further incident in my experience with 
David. When David was returning from the battle, I met 
him again, this time to help him across Jordan. It was 
then that David wanted to reward me by having me come 
with him to Jerusalem and there eat at his table. But, as 
you may have read my answer to the king, I excused my- 
self. Of course, it would have been honorable to return 
to Jerusalem with the king and there eat and drink with 
him; for indeed, there would be eating and drinking when 
the king returned. No, it was not for me, an aged man, 
to go to Jerusalem at that occasion. I recommended that 
Chimham my servant go with the king. My time for 
such things was past, and I realized that I would have 
been a burden to others as well as myself. I realized I 
would need all my time. So I returned to my home in 
Rogelim. 

In this also, I want to show you aging men a lesson on 
how to spend your declining years. Learn to apply your 
hearts unto wisdom as you number your days, and with 
all willingness and sweetness and courtesy leave the 
feasts and crowds and trumpets and honors and promo- 
tions to younger men, and apply your whole remaining 
strength and your remaining time to end your days as 
they should be ended. 

If you have not yet learned how to live, how then can 
you know how to die? Many of you die as a man run down 
in a race, or like men who have not half lived their days, 
or while you are yet saying, Today or tomorrow we will 
go to such a city and buy and sell and get gain. But I 
want you to learn the lesson that life comes to an end 
for all, soon or late. I say for all, except some of you who 
shall live to see the return of the greater Son of David 
and shall not pass through the sleep of death. Whichever 
way it may be, remember this: Prepare to meet your God! 

Peace be with you. 


A TREE TO CULTIVATE 


A ONE beheld the ceaseless pressing of the throng 
along the city streets and considered the other mul- 
titudes that crowded the highways and skyways; and be- 
sides these, the endless chain of men and women driving 
and being driven by the wheels of modern industry, or 
in breathless pursuit of ambition or desire, he resolutely 
made himself pause and question the destiny of such a 
driven people. 

Once, it was a simple enough matter to be a human 
being, but now it is deeply difficult; because life was once 
simple, but is now complex, confused, multifarious. Haste, 
anxiety, preoccupation, the need to specialize and make 
machines of ourselves, have transformed the once simple 
world, and we are apprised that it will not be without 
effort that we shall keep the broad human traits which 
have so far made the earth habitable. Restlessness pre- 
vails: the thunderous noise of trade and industry that 
speaks of nothing but gain and competition and a con- 
suming fever that checks the natural courses of the 
kindly blood; no leisure anywhere, no quiet, no restful 
ease, no wise repose! 

Taking a long glance backward over the centuries to 
a pre-machine age when man was still human and real- 
ized his need of God, to an age more placid and serene, 
we read that Isaac, whose soul was knit with his Maker, 
“went out to meditate in the field, at the eventide.” 

Who shall contrive to be human without this evening 
hour, which drives turmoil out and gives the soul its 
seasons of self-recollection. Serenity is not a thing to 
beget inaction. It only checks excitement and uncalculat- 
ing haste. It does not exclude ardor or the heat of battle: 
it keeps ardor from extravagance, prevents the battle 
from becoming a mere aimless melee. 

Let us not waste in feverish and fruitless restlessness 
the calm and golden opportunities of life. Let us learn, 
rather, the healing communion of our inner life with the 
Divine Mind through quiet meditation, even as did Isaac 
at eventide. 

Meditation is one of the very finest means of fortifying 
our power for whatever conflict we must yet endure. If 
we let our minds dwell on the many striking pictures of 
human nature as it really is, its weaknesses and evil in- 
clinations, as portrayed in the Scriptures and constantly 
pictured before us, we shall be well aware of just what 
we have to contend with in ourselves. If we concentrate 
deeply on these same lessons, we can see the hand of God 
was always with those seeking to obey Him—strengthen- 
ing and sustaining them through trials, chastisement and 
temptation. We can see that He never fails those who 
are drawing closer to Him. If we cannot see and feel the 
hand of God in our own lives, chastening, guiding, and 
strengthening us, then we are not His sons. We know that 
without the help of God we never could have attained this 
point in the journey over the rough, steep road to the 
Kingdom of God. 

By weighing the evidence all through the Holy Writ 
and learning of God’s dealings with His people, we are 
struck with His goodness, tender mercy, longsuffering, 
wisdom, might and power. Nor must we forget the won- 
derful blessings, care, and guidance manifested to the 
Church of these last days. 
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Thus fully persuaded, how we should meditate on His 
righteous commandments that they may be with us night 
and day—that we stand in His fear continually—confi- 
dent that all things work for good to them that love God! 
Yet, while they work good, that does not mean good in the 
sense that we shall have our own way, but to our eter- 
nal good if we are properly exercised. 

One of the deeper minds of the present day writes that 
nothing “so allows God to place His impress upon our 
lives as waiting upon Him in silence, listening, thinking 
profoundly and leisurely about Him, and talking to Him. 
In other words, listening, meditation, and prayer. Each 
one of us must find or create in his every day a quiet in- 
terval to be alone with God, if we wish our religion to 
have the warmth of vitality and reality.” And how often 
our teachers of this and bygone ages have stressed the 
need of more meditation to increase our spirituality. How 
many times our spiritual father has told us that we can- 
not work all day for the temporal, crowding out all di- 
vine meditation, and ever grow into the image of Christ! 

Divine meditation is a commandment. For the Lord 
said to Joshua, “This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day 
and night.” To heed this command is to prepare for the 
time of need, the hour of temptation and trial, when we 
can draw easily from the heavenly riches stored in our 
minds. To ever accomplish the work before us, we need 
strong minds, and strength of mind is exercise, not rest. 
For this “tarrying time” is when we need all possible 
strength, faith, endurance, hope and trust. How relent- 
lessly we need to exhort each other and ourselves to 
“keep the evidence in mind.” “Keep the evidence in mind!” 
We are too apt to let these wonderful things slip; and this 
faith-supporting evidence is very fruitful meditation. 

The first commandment begins, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy mind.” When we meditate on 
the commandments, the truth, God’s dealings with His 
people—this expands our minds. David sang, “I will run 
the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge 
my heart”—or mind. An enlarged mind has faith, trust 
and confidence in God and His word; it has courage and 
serenity. It may have pain, sorrow, trial, temptation 
and care; but the enlarged mind always has peace, be- 
cause “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on thee.” 

We all meditate enough—but what of our meditation? 
There is no between station; our mind is to the flesh or 
to the spirit. If we meditate on evil things, we will com- 
mit iniquity. If our minds are wholly given over to the 
temporal things, we verily have our reward—some joy 
mixed with much sorrow, and in the end, death. But if we 
ascend to high, noble, honest, just, pure, true, godlike 
thoughts, we become pure. And Jesus said, “Blessed are 
the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” 

Let us remember that meditation is a tree, a sure 
blooming tree, yielding fruit after its kind. The season 
may be delayed for a time, but the rain and growing sea- 
son will come, circumstances will eventually flower the 
tree and the fruit will follow. Our meditation will mani- 
fest itself sooner or later, bearing fruit to eternal life, 
or to everlasting death. 

And so let us cry with the Psalmist, “O Lord, may the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my rock and my Redeemer.” 


Musings of the Editor 


E NEED more and more faith to carry us to the dawn 

of that beautiful Morning. The disciples needed faith; 
and if they needed it, it is certain we do. Our Lord knew they 
needed to have their faith increased. On one occasion He 
said, “O ye of little faith’; on another, “How is it ye have no 
faith?” Let us remember that He was not speaking to the 
crowd, but to the Twelve; not to unbelievers, but to His dis- 
ciples; not enemies, but friends, comrades, co-workers. 

In the raging storm, they awoke Him. The boat seemed to 
be filling and Jesus was asleep. They thought death was near. 
They seemed to think Jesus was indifferent to their safety. 
They shook Him, awoke Him, and said, “Do not you care 
whether we drown?” He opened His eyes and said to the sea, 
“Be still.” Then, looking at His disciples, He exclaimed, “How 

is it that ye have no faith? It is the one thin 
FAITH you must have, and still you have it not. ' 

We might say, How could they have 
doubted with such protection so near at hand? It is good 
that we ask self, Have I, as a follower and disciple of my 
Master, faith to believe that Jesus can calm the storm now 
breaking over the great sea of nations and bring peace over 
its troubled waters? Do I really believe His Word will go 
forth to accomplish His purpose? 

Do we have the assurance that with the Captain of our 
salvation so near at hand, we will weather the blast and 
stand at last on that evergreen shore? If we spoke to Him 
today, would His answer be, “How is it ye have no faith?” 
Let us plead as did the Disciples of old, “Lord, increase our 
faith.” 





Keep Your Oil Handy 


i A CERTAIN neighborhood, they tell the story of an 

old man who carried a little can of oil with him wher- 
ever he went. If he passed through a door that squeaked, 
he poured a little oil on the hinges. If a gate was hard to 
open, he oiled the latch, and thus he passed through life 
lubricating all the places that were hard to open, making 
it easier for those who came after him. 

People called him eccentric, queer, and cranky, but the 
old man went steadily on, refilling his can of oil when it 
became empty, oiling all the hard places he found. 

There are many lives that creak and grate harshly as 
they are lived day by day. Things do not go right with 
them. They need lubricating with the oil of gladness, gen- 
tleness, thoughtfulness and kindness. Have your oilcan 
with you! Be ready with your oil of helpfulness in the 
early morning, to the ones nearest to you. It may lubri- 
cate the whole day for them. The oil of good cheer to a 
downhearted one—oh, how much it may mean!—a word 
of courage to the weary and despairing, speak it. 

Ofttimes our lives touch others but once on the road of 
life; and then our ways may diverge, never to meet again. 
The oil of love, joy, peace and kindness has worn off the 
sharp, hard edges from many a burdened soul. A word 
spoken pleasantly is a large spot of sunshine on a sad 
heart. Keep your oil of gladness handy and use it often. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he 
that shall humble himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 23: 12). 


Humility is an unswerving demand of the God of 
heaven. However, humility is not a virtue that human 
beings come easily by. Self-importance is natural to all 
of us, some more than others. It has been observed that 
people who are smal] in stature are inclined to be more 
self-assured than those of larger stature. What we lack 
in size we are apt to make up in aggressiveness. How- 
ever, the law of God makes no provision for any such 
differentiation. Humility is a basic quality for every one 
who would please God. 

A simple assessment of the qualities of the average 
adult human being will reveal how little we have to puff 
us up. Comparing our abilities with the more brilliant 
among us we are far down the scale; and compared with 
the mental acumen of angelic beings, even the most bril- 
liant mind of today is immeasurably less than that of 
a kindergarten pupil. We are clumsy, and often blunder. 
We produce fatal accidents on the highway by our slow 
reaction and wrong judgment. We make false moves in 
our financial affairs, bringing us monetary losses. What 
we learn today is gone from us tomorrow; and any skill 
that we may be able to achieve is accomplished at great 
expense in time and effort. Yet in spite of all these de- 
flating observations we are bursting at the seams with 
self-conceit. 

Jesus’ good logic about self-exaltation, in Matthew 23, 
was not spontaneous, but was induced by an observation 
of human tendencies that forced this on His mind. The 
determination to gain supremacy over others was a 
special weakness with the Pharisees, an outstanding Jew- 
ish sect at the time. In warning the multitude and His 
disciples against this sin, He struck at its very roots: 
“But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even 
Christ; and all ye are brethren. .. . Neither be ye called 
masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. But he that 
is greatest among you shall be your servant” (vs. 8, 10, 
11). He then summed it all up by weighing the factors 
for and against the two types of behavior: “And whoso- 
ever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted.” Exaltation now will 
bring abasement at Judgment Day, voluntary humility 
now will bring exaltation in the presence of Christ and 
the holy angels. 

And Jesus’ own disciples were tainted with this sin of 
self-importance. In Mark 9 is an account which verifies 
this. On the way to Capernaum the disciples had de- 
bated who of them should be greatest in the Kingdom. 
When they were assembled together, Jesus, knowing their 
thoughts, asked them what they had disputed about in the 
way. Jesus considered a right understanding of their re- 
lation one to the other so vital to Christian living that 
He made them sit down and carefully listen while He 
told them: “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all 
and servant of all” (v. 35, R.S.V.). In Matthew 20 and 


Mark 10 we learn that James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
with their mother requested of Jesus that they might 
sit one on His right hand and the other on the left in His 
kingdom. The idea has been advanced that their motive 
was to get ahead of Peter, the apparent leader among 
the Twelve. However, there was nothing in Jesus’ answer 
to bolster their hopes: “... to sit on my right hand and 
on my left is not mine to give; but it shall be given to 
them for whom it is prepared” (Mark 10: 40). And when 
the ten heard it, envy immediately arose in their breasts, 
and they began to be very displeased with the two broth- 
ers. But Jesus said to them: “Ye know that they which 
are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon 
them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever 
will be great among you shall be your minister: and who- 
soever of you will be chiefest, shall be servant of all.” 

But self-centeredness was so deeply entrenched in 
their hearts that those two lessons were insufficient, and 
even in the Upper Room at the Last Supper there was 
strife among them which should be the greater, and again 
Jesus impressed the lesson that he who would be great 
must be servant of all. 

Recently the Scientific American reported a scientific 
study that had been made to determine the mental make- 
up of the chicken. It was observed that in every flock of 
chickens there is one hen who can peck every other hen— 
and she does. She is hen number one. Hen number two 
pecks every hen except hen number one. Hen number 
three pecks every hen except the first two. So on down to 
the bottom where there is one poor hen who cannot peck 
anybody and is pecked by everybody. We may ask, How 
do chickens get that way? Because every chicken in its 
warped little mind thinks the meaning and aim in life is 
to get ahead of and lord it over as many other chickens 
as it can. So peck by peck, by bluff and by brutality, it 
climbs the ladder of chicken success; and with each new 
victory it struts and cackles or crows. 

We are quick to accuse the chicken of having a warped 
little mind that prompts it to want to dominate over its 
fellow chickens, but when homo sapiens with his larger 
mind employs the same tactics, and tries to put himself 
ahead at the expense of others, his mental state is even 
below that of the small-minded chicken. 

The Apostle Paul repeatedly stressed the need for hu- 
mility, in his Epistles. “Be kindly affectioned one to an- 
other with brotherly love; in honor preferring one an- 
other.” “Mind not high things.” “Be not wise in your own 
conceits.” “Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provok- 
ing one another, envying one another.” “With all lowli- 
ness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one an- 
other in love.” “Submitting yourselves one to another in 
the fear of God” (Rom. 12: 10, 16; Gal. 5: 26; Eph. 4: 2; 
5:21). 

And Peter, in later years, after he had been converted, 
after he had become a vastly better man than at the 
night of the Betrayal, writing an Epistle to his Jewish 
brethren scattered abroad, had something definite to 
say about humility: “Likewise, ye younger, submit your- 
selves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God resist- 
eth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time.” 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Is there any significance to us, in the account of Gideon’s 
Fleece (Judges 6: 37—40)? If so, why the reverse test? 


Yes, there is; and each is a beautiful simile. The Bible, 
from beginning to end, teaches that there are only few— 
a little flock—who serve God with all their heart, during 
the span of man’s probation. Moses and the Prophets, 
Jesus and the Apostles, taught this same truth in all their 
sermons. The water of life flows freely in the garden; 
but only a few in any age have entered, tended this gar- 
den, and partaken of the water of life. 

The Psalmist likens the outside world to “a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is” (Ps. 63:1; 42:1, 2). 
Among the various illustrations that Jesus used in re- 
gard to the few seeking the Kingdom, is the one in Luke 
12: 32 about the “little flock.” This little flock, or fleece, 
are the only ones who have the water of life in this dis- 
pensation; those in the garden or pasture of the Lord. 
This is why, in the first sign given to Gideon, only the 
fleece was wet with dew and all the earth around was dry. 

The fleece was then wrung out, so that in the second 
test it was said to be dry because, on that morrow, the 
seventh day or Millennium, the faithful (fleece) have as- 
cended into the ecclesiastical heavens (Rev. 2: 26; 3: 21) 
or ruling powers, and dispense the dew (Deut. 32:1, 2) 
to the whole earth, until all shall know the Lord from the 
least to the greatest (Jer. 31:34). Or, to borrow the il- 
lustration from Genesis, the river in the garden of Eden, 
parts into four heads and covers the earth. 


Please explain Rev. 22: 2 about the- tree whose leaves are 
for the healing of the nations. 


In Prov. 3:18, 18 we are told that the wisdom of God 
is the tree of life. By learning this wisdom and putting it 
into practice, we have the promise of life eternal. The 
man who partakes of this tree of wisdom by meditating 
on this knowledge of God, becomes a part of that tree. 
The Psalmist likens him to “a tree . . . whose leaf shall 
not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Ps. 
1:3). His leaf remains green. He is one of those leaves 
which shall impart healing to the nations. Having ab- 
sorbed the life-giving qualities of God’s wisdom, he dif- 
fuses it to others in the future, and heals them also, until 
all nations have received not only spiritual health and 
healing, but also physical (Ps. 107: 20; Isa. 33: 24). The 
tree also bears all manner of fruits—all the fruits of the 
Spirit (Gal. 5: 22, 23). The Christian’s life must be rich 
with every good fruit. It is not confined to a few fine 
characteristics. These fruits will be borne throughout all 
eternity—every month—continuously. 


How is it possible to fulfill the command given in I Thess. 
5: 17, “Pray without ceasing”? Most of us have a living to 
earn; and live in a busy, rushing world. 


Prayer does not always mean that we be on bended 
knee. There are times in a Christian’s life that quick ac- 
tion and quick decisions are necessary; but in all our de- 
cisions, we must be governed by the law of God. In other 
words, there would never come a time that we would give 
up prayer; we would be taking God into all our plans. 
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CURRENT 


The hours of silent communion with God should prepare 
us to be like Jesus—ready to answer every temptation 
with “It is written”; or, like the Psalmist, who said, “My 
soul is continually in my hand, yet do I not forget thy 
law.” The law is uppermost in our affections, so that our 
lives are brought into harmony with it. In that way, we 
keep in touch with God. 


What answer could we give when people bring up Rom. 
3: 10—12, to prove that no one can become righteous? 


The 11th verse is the clue. “There is none that under- 
standeth, there is none that seeketh after God.” The class 
that do not seek God are the ones that are not righteous. 
The Psalmist (14:1) also tells us that it is the fool that 
says, “There is no God, .. . there is none that doeth good.” 
They do not understand the way, when they just please 
themselves and do not seek for God. He is the fountain 
of life, the only source of all goodness. And in His code of 
rules, the command is given, “Be ye... perfect even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” “Let judg- 
ment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream” (Matt. 5: 48; Amos 5: 24). And to encourage us 
in the way, He left the record of those who had become 
righteous. 

Abel obtained witness that he was righteous (Heb. 
11: 4). Noah was just and perfect in his generation (Gen. 
6:9). Enoch pleased God (Heb. 11:5). Abraham was 
called “the Friend of God” because of his righteous life 
(James 2:23). Lot was termed “that righteous man” 
(II Pet. 2:7, 8). Zacharias and Elisabeth “walked in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less” (Luke 1:6). Our Master said He had finished the 
work that the Father gave Him to do (John 17: 4); and 
we are told that He suffered, leaving us an example, that 
we should follow in His steps (I Pet. 2: 21). 


From the reading of Rev. 5: 3, 13 there seems to be a class 
of people who live under the earth. What is the explanation? 


The phrase “under the earth,” is merely a figure of 
speech, used in connection with “in heaven,” and “in 
earth.” The Revelator simply revealed in v. 3 that there 
was no one able to read the seals, and in v. 18 that all 
people were giving praise to God. His expressions took 
in all humanity living at that time. 





OBITUARY 


Mrs. HATTIE STEAR 


On Thursday afternoon, October 18, funeral services 
for Sister Hattie Stear were conducted at the Miller 
Funeral Home, this city, the Rev. P. J. Thatcher officiat- 
ing. Burial was at the Pittsford Cemetery. 

The deceased had been a reader of long standing and 
had joined our church in 1945. Her attendance here was 
one of the chief joys of the closing years of her life. 

Our sister delighted in the Truths proclaimed, sacred 
music, and gospel hymns which always bring hope and 
consolation to every pilgrim looking beyond this vale of 
sorrow and tears to that eternal City whose Builder and 
Maker is God. 

She is survived by one son, Ralph Stear of Spring- 
water, N. Y., and a daughter, Mrs. Carl Peterson of 
Rochester, 8 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren. 
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CLOSER DRAWN TO THEE 


In the morning when I rise 

I shall lift to Thee mine eyes, 
Asking only this of Thee, 
Strength sufficient to be free; 
Free from all the stain of sin, 
Some new victory to win. 
Father, this my prayer shall be, 
To be closer drawn to Thee. 


And at noontime may I be 
Drawn still closer, Lord, to Thee 
By the ties of righteousness 
That are sure my life to bless. 
So that now, the day half gone, 
I can know I’ve done no wrong. 
This my comfort then shall be— 
I have closer drawn to Thee. 


When at night I seek repose, 

If victorious o’er my foes, 

Over sin that would defile, 

Over cares that would beguile, 

I shall rest without a fear 

That the Saviour may appear; 
Sure that Thou hast heard my plea 
To be closer drawn to Thee. 


Whether it be early morn, 

When the eastern tints adorn; 

At the noontide; or at night, 

When the heavens shed their light; 
Through the day, and through the week 
This shall be the joy I seek— 

From the world’s allurements free, 
But still closer drawn to Thee. 


Closer, Father, yes, and still 
Closer drawn to Thee, until 

Every thought, and word, and act, 
Everything I do, in fact, 

Will reflect Thy holy life, 

Free from discord, sin and strife. 
This is my desire, to be 

Daily closer drawn to Thee. 


—L. L. S. 
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